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UNTEL versus
RAYMOND PETTIBON
mfc-michèle didier, Brussels, Paris
FIAC, Paris, Grand Palais
Booth 1.G01 (Upper Galleries)
FIAC takes place from October 24 to 27, 2013
Opening on Wednesday October 23, 2013 (Upon invitation)
Paris Gallery Night on Thursday October 24, 2013 until 10 pm
FIAC Late Night Opening on Friday October 25, 2013 until 10 pm
For this year’s FIAC, mfc-michèle didier will present an unprecedented
face-to-face between the works of the group UNTEL and Raymond
Pettibon:
• On one hand, LA BOÎTE UNTEL a wooden box containing elements
creating an «exhibition kit» of UNTEL’s work and COMPLEMENTS
D’INFORMATIONS [LA BOÎTE UNTEL], complementary information.
• On the other hand, curiosities PUNK made in RAYMOND PETTIBON,
gathering various historical objects illustrated by the artist.
Moreover, mfc-michèle didier will also present Audience Works by
Samuel Bianchini and One Million Years by On Kawara.
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LA BOÎTE UNTEL
& COMPLEMENTS D’INFORMATIONS [LA BOÎTE UNTEL]
Happenings and joyful provocation are words that can quickly summarize UNTEL’s
actions. But what does this anonymous appellation refer to? (UNTEL is a French
word that can’t be translated into English, it means something like « unnamed,
unidentified ».) Who are those people that can’t be named?
UNTEL is a group of artists consisting originally of three French artists, JeanPaul Albinet, Philippe Cazal and Alain Snyers. (Wilfrid Rouff replaces Alain Snyers
when he leaves the group in 1978.) During its short but passionate existence,
from 1975 to 1980, the group has led numerous actions in the public space. The
common denominator of the group’s actions is the examination of the day-to-day
life, a social and political questioning, very close to the revolutionary ideas of May
1968 and situationism.
The propinquity of UNTEL’s creation process with this idea of experience has led
the artist Ben Vautier to designate UNTEL historically as post-Fluxus. The idea of
an art that first and foremost has to be experienced and lived, seems indeed in
line with UNTEL’s considerations.
In collaboration with the group, mfc-michèle didier has published today LA BOÎTE
UNTEL (THE UNTEL BOX), a new edition limited to 24 copies. LA BOÎTE UNTEL
compiles a series of testimonies of the group’s actions led in the second half of
the seventies, providing a coherent collection of objects and documents.
Complementary imformation («complements d’informations» in French)
for LA BOÎTE UNTEL, mfc-michèle didier publishes also COMPLÉMENTS
D’INFORMATIONS [LA BOÎTE UNTEL], a work that is limited to 8 copies. It consists
of an important series of archival elements, such as publications, invitations,
postcards, posters and photographs. All these elements provide, together with
LA BOÎTE UNTEL, a very complete archive of UNTEL’s work.

COMPLEMENTS D’INFORMATIONS
UNTEL (Albinet, Cazal, Snyers)
It consists of the following elements:
5 publications
10 invitations
6 postcards
4 other elements
2 historical posters
Portfolio of 7 posters
Portfolio of 9 photographs
1 LE SAC UNTEL
Limited edition of 8 copies, numbered and signed by the artists
Produced and published by mfc-michèle didier
©2013 UNTEL and mfc-michèle didier
Price upon request
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PUNK curiosities
made in RAYMOND PETTIBON
From 100 €
Echoing the exhibition presented at the gallery during FIAC, an exceptional
excerpt of elements from the PUNK cabinet of curiosities MADE IN Raymond
Pettibon will be displayed on mfc-michèle didier’s booth at the Grand Palais: gig
flyers, album covers, posters and artist’s books. All these elements will be for sale
individually from 100€.
Representing the West Coast culture, Raymond Pettibon was born Raymond
Ginn in 1957. Self-taught artist, he quickly leaves his job as a math teacher to
focus on drawing for album covers produced by SST Records, a label founded
by his brother Greg Ginn, who is also founder of the punk group Black Flag. It is
Raymond who came up with the group’s stage name; it is also him who creates
Black Flag’s iconic draped logo made of four vertical black lines. The artist decides
then to change his last name, Ginn, into his nom-de-punk, Pettibon, a nickname
given by his father.
Between the years 1978 and 1986 Raymond Pettibon produced a trove of graphic
works for the Southern California punk band Black Flag, as well as for Red Cross,
The Minutemen, Nig Heist, and many others.
Taking their points of departure in the Southern California punk-rock culture of the
late 1970s and 1980s and the “do-it-yourself” aesthetic of album covers, comics,
concert flyers, and fanzines that characterized the movement, his drawings have
come to occupy their own genre. Raymond Pettibon’s work embraces a wide
spectrum of American “high” and “low” culture, from the deviations of marginal
youth to art history, literature, sports, religion, politics, and sexuality.
«(My drawings) are violent,» Pettibon admits. «And that’s dictated by the medium,
in that I just use one frame. It’s like taking one frame out of a movie or one crucial
scene out of a book at a critical point. You can’t really be subtle.»
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PLUS RIEN À VENDRE
TOUT À ÉCHANGER
Performative action by UNTEL
FIAC, Paris, Grand Palais,
Booth 1.G01 (Upper Galleries)
Every day at 5 pm during FIAC
During FIAC 2013, UNTEL will diffuse, in coordination with mfc-michèle didier, a
new creation, LE SAC UNTEL, a minimal and radical work of art. It will consist of
a simple kraft paper bag, empty, displaying the mention: «UNTEL – PLUS RIEN À
VENDRE, TOUT À ÉCHANGER» (Nothing for sale anymore, everything for trade).
LE SAC UNTEL will be available on mfc-michèle didier’s booth in return for the
symbolic price of one euro.
FLASH-SALES: LE SAC UNTEL in return for 30 €
From October 24 to 27, according to the principal of the commercial promotion
mfc-michèle didier’s booth, located 1.G01 on the upper galleries, will propose
once a day at precisely 5 pm, a flash-sale. The announcement of this performative
action will be communicated via flyers that will be distributed in the fair a few
minutes before.
At this occasion, le SAC UNTEL, containing a certificate of authenticity, numbered
and signed by the three artists of UNTEL (Albinet / Cazal / Snyers). During the
30 minutes of this flash-sale, UNTEL won’t be anonymous anymore. The buyer
will have to pay the «overrated» price of 30 € in order to receive the UNTEL bag
authenticated by its authors.
This action will be today’s version of a performance led in 1978.
LE PANNEAU PORTE-SAC UNTEL
At the same time, mfc-michèle didier will produce LE PANNEAU PORTE-SAC
UNTEL. This work will consist of a metallic mural display, perforated, including a
hook and measuring 1 m by 45 cm. A series of stickers will show words «UNTEL»
and «PLUS RIEN À VENDRE, TOUT À ÉCHANGER». This work will be published
in a limited edition of 12 copies, and will be able to work with or without the bag.
Without the bag, the mention «PLUS RIEN À VENDRE, TOUT À ÉCHANGER» will
make total sense.
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LE SAC UNTEL, 2013
UNTEL (Albinet, Cazal, Snyers)
Kraft paper bag
Mentions «UNTEL» and «PLUS RIEN À VENDRE, TOUT À ÉCHANGER» printed in black
In return for 1 symbolic euro
In return for the «overrated price of 30 euros» with certificate, numbered and signed by UNTEL
during the flash-sales, edition limited to the number of exchanges made.
Produced and published by mfc-michèle didier
©2013 UNTEL and mfc-michèle didier
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UNTEL
Le déjeuner sur l’herbe
FIAC - Hors les Murs, Cinéphémère
Archival film
Projection at le Jardin des Tuileries
Every day during FIAC
In order to express their ideas, UNTEL uses all possible mediums and techniques
they have access to: photography, film, sound, environments, gesture, corporal
actions, objects, etc. Photography and video are two techniques they most
appreciate and moreover, these are techniques that perfectly adapt to the nature of
their work. In order to be able to preserve their interventions, they systematically
have to document them. The photo or film archive created during UNTEL’s
existence, offers a rich documentation that helps us recall their adventures, as
concretely as necessary to understand their work.
is the filmed archive made by UNTEL of its performance held April 8, 1975 at the
Grand Palais for the Salon des artistes français. Here is the description made by
Sandrine Meats, who was present that day:
«During the inauguration of the Salon des artistes français at the Grand Palais,
April 8, 1975 at 5 pm, UNTEL actualizes the famous work Déjeuner sur l’herbe
by Edouard Manet*. All the attributes of the well-known scene are present: the
three protagonists, included a naked model, a tarp, roughly painted in green to
resemble grass, and accessories for the meal. Everything has been specifically
chosen in regards to that time: the food is vacuum packed, the wine comes from
plastic bottles, there are newspaper of the day. The radio plays loudly, drinks
are shared, cigarettes are lit. The guests of the inauguration gather around the
scene, they are expectant, laughing. Some of them are drinking together with the
artists. It’s almost unbelievable, we are in a museum! On the video that has been
reordered, it takes twenty-five minutes before the organizers, annoyed, urge us
to stop the action immediately and leave!» [Rejected by the jury of the Salon in
1863, this work was presented by Manet under the title « Le Bain » at the Salon
des Refusés. It was seen as the principal subject of attention and mockery and as
a source of scandal.]
LA BOÎTE UNTEL*, a box containing the archives of the group, published by mfcmichèle didier in May 2013, gathers various excerpts of the actions led by the
group during the second half of the seventies. Carefully collected in the box, there
are several videos testifying to a selection of the most striking interventions they
made in the urban area, like the performance of Le déjeuner sur l’herbe of 1975.
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Le déjeuner sur l’herbe, 1975
UNTEL (Albinet, Cazal, Snyers)
Filmed performance archive, documentation of the performance led by the group
Film and sound, b&w, 25 minutes
Le déjeuner sur l’herbe is one of the elements from LA BOÎTE UNTEL*.
*LA BOÎTE UNTEL
Limited edition of 24 numbered and signed copies and 10 artist’s proofs
Produced and published by mfc-michèle didier
©2013 UNTEL and mfc-michèle didier
Prix: 4.500,00 €
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mfc-michèle didier evening
dedicated to
RAYMOND PETTIBON
FIAC - Hors les Murs, SILENCIO
Saturday October 26, 2013

mfc-michèle didier organizes an
exceptional evening dedicated to the
artist Raymond Pettibon on Saturday
October 26 at CLUB SILENCIO, David
Lynch’s Paris club, on the occasion
of the exhibition PUNK cabinet de
curiosités MADE IN Raymond Pettibon:
1978-1986, displayed at mfc-michèle
didier gallery during FIAC.
mfc-michèle didier has imagined this
evening around the artist’s film Sir
Drone: A New Film About the New
Beatles, screened all night long at
CLUB SILENCIO. The evening’s main
theme will be punk, as Sir Drone counts
the first steps of a fictitious punk group
led by Mike Kelley.
A selection of guests and interventions
will punctuate the evening.

FIAC 2013 collaborates with
CLUB SILENCIO in order to
propose every night during
FIAC (from Tuesday to Sunday)
a stimulating artistic program.
Hybrid space, halfway between
an English private club, a classy
hotel bar, a small concert room
and an intimate club, CLUB
SILENCIO is located in the
center of Paris, near the area of
la Bourse.
Entirely designed by David
Lynch, who has conceived the
whole space, from the interior
to the furniture, the club is
inspired by the filmmaker
and artist’s original personal
universe. The atmosphere
in the club is absolutely
unique in France, as well as
internationally.
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TALK WITH CARY LEVINE
The American Cary Levine specializes
in questions such as miscegenation of
art and music, and issues of subculture,
gender, sexuality and popular culture. He
is particularly interested in discordant
modes of critique, including caricature,
grotesque, parody, regression, black
humor and the abject. Cary Levine
recently published in july 2013 Pay for
Your Pleasures, a major work about the
Californian artists’ trio Mike Kelley, Paul
McCarthy and Raymond Pettibon.
SIGNATURE of PAY FOR YOUR
PLEASURES
After his talk and the screening of Sir
Drone: A New Film About the New
Beatles, Cary Levine will have a book
signing of his latest publication.

PUNK CURIOSITIES MADE IN
RAYMOND PETTIBON
An excerpt of the punk cabinet of
curiosities made in Raymond Pettibon,
simultaneously on display at mfc-michèle didier gallery, will be shown in
the club’s Yellow Forest.

BLACK FLAG PLAYLIST
FOR THE BLACK ROOM
A playlist of Black Flag’s music, this mythical punk group for which Raymond
Pettibon has imagined a pecular graphic universe, will be played all night
long in the Silencio’s Black Room.
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For any further information,
please contact:
mfc-michèle didier
info@micheledidier.com
+33 (0)1 71 97 49 13
www.micheledidier.com
66 rue Notre-Dame de Nazareth, 75003 Paris
Open from Tuesday to Saturday from 12am to 7 pm
Subway République, Strasbourg Saint-Denis, Arts et Métiers
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